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SUBJECT: PROPOSED EXPLORATION IN SILVER BANK - WEBER 
SYSTEMS INC. 

REF: SANTO DOMINGO 4018 

1 . PURSUANT TO THE CONVENTION ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF, 

USG RECOGNIZES SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF THE COASTAL STATE OVER 
THE CONTINENTAL SHELF FOR THE PURPOSE OF QUOTE EXPLORING 
IT AND EXPLOITING ITS NATURAL RESOURCES UNQUOTE. 
DEPARTMENT IS UNCERTAIN WHETHER THE NATURE/OR LOCATION OF 
WEBER'S PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES WOULD FALL WITHIN 
AREA USG WOULD REGARD AS DOMINICAN CONTINENTAL SHELF. AND 
IF SO, WHETHER WEBER S ACTIVITIES WOULD CONSTITUTE QUOTE 
EXPLORING IT AND EXPLOITING ITS NATURAL RESOURCES. UNQUOTE. 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF CONVENTION CLEARLY INDICATES THAT 
SHIPWRECKS ARE NOT TO BE CONSIDERED A NATURAL RESOURCE OF 
THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OVER WHICH COASTAL STATE COULD 
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2. IN VIEW OF THESE UNCERTAINTIES, EMBASSY SHOULD NOT ACT 
AS AGENT FOR WEBER OR USE USG NAME IN PROVIDING ASSISTANCE. 
HOWEVER, DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO EMBASSY PROVIDING 
WEBER WITH INFORMATION AND ADVICE AS PART OF ROUTINE 

ASSISTANCE TO AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN PURSUING COMMERCIAL 
INTERESTS ABROAD. THE FACT THAT SUCH COMMERCIAL INTEREST 
MAY BE AT VARIANCE WITH POSITION THAT USG WOULD TAKE AS 
INTERNATIONAL LEGAL MATTER. SHOULD NOT RESTRICT MR. 

WEBER'S OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE HIS COMMERCIAL INTERESTS 

NOR LIMIT THE EMBASSY IN PROVIDING ROUTINE ASSISTANCE. ROBINSON 
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